
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Historic Lectionary 

Module 09 
Seasonal and Festival Litanies 



 
Prayers of the Church: Historic Lectionary 
Copyright © 2021 Paul C. Stratman. All rights reserved.  

With the purchase of this book/resource, permission is hereby granted to individual churches, 
schools and other non-profit, non-commercial groups to reproduce selected prayers for specific 
occasions, provided the reproductions are for the group’s one-time, local worship and 
educational events and are not for sale. If desired, pronouns that refer to the Deity may be 
capitalized, British or other Commonwealth English spellings may be substituted, but no other 
alterations in content may be made. In all cases, the copyright notice, “Reprinted from Prayers 
of the Church: Historic Lectionary copyright © 2021 Paul C. Stratman. Used with permission.” 
must be included on all reproductions.  

Publishers and denominational agencies and other such organizations who wish to include the 
prayers, in whole or in part, in service books, commentaries, and other publications, or to 
reproduce the prayers by any process must obtain written permission from the author.  

1 

Contact information: 

Paul C. Stratman  
1000 Mary Street  
Beaver Dam, WI 53916  
pcstratman@gmail.com 

This book is printed in PT Serif, 11 pt. 

Headings use the font Fira Sans, distributed as freeware. 

www.acollectionofprayers.com 

 

  



The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Eve [H06] 

Litany of the Nativity 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

God, loving Father, you sent your one and only Son, have mercy. 
Jesus, Savior, Christ the Lord, have mercy. 
Holy Spirit, revealer of God’s love and power in the Word, have mercy. 

Holy Trinity, splendor and majesty are yours. 
Holy Trinity, glory and strength are yours. 

Jesus,  
promised seed of the woman, 
our shield and great reward, 
bringer of peace, 
one to whom the scepter belongs, 
promised prophet, 
Son of David, 
Immanuel, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace, have mercy on us. 

Jesus,  
Shepherd of your people Israel, 
from of old, from ancient times, 
Word who became flesh, 
Savior, 
Lord’s anointed, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
because you were conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
because you were born of the virgin Mary, 
because you became flesh and made your dwelling among us, 
because you became truly human, like us in every way, except without sin, 
because you endured every hardship common to humanity, 
because you suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
because you were crucified, 
because you suffered death as the wages of the world’s sin, 
because you were buried, hear our prayer. 



Jesus, 
because you broke the gates of hell, 
because you proclaimed your victory in Satan’s realm, 
because you rose in glory, 
because you recalled faithless disciples and restored their faith by saying “Peace,” 
because you ascended on high, 
because you intercede for us at your Father’s right hand, hear our prayer. 

Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Son of Mary, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, grant us your peace. 

To us a child is born. 
To us a Son is given. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing, give us your blessed hope as we 
hear again of your first coming. Fill our lives with the glory of your love, and empower us to live 
to your glory, for you are God’s gift of love, once wrapped in swaddling clothes, now wrapped in 
the pages of Scripture, no longer in a cattle stall or feeding trough, but living and reigning with 
your Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, dwelling in the highest glory, granting peace to your 
people, now and forever. 
Amen.  
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The Epiphany of Our Lord [H10] 

Litany of the Epiphany 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Father and Creator, who called out, “Let there be light,” have mercy on us. 
Jesus Christ, God from God, Light from Light, have mercy on us. 
Holy Spirit, calling us by the gospel and enlightening us with your gifts, have mercy on us.  

Holy Trinity, be gracious to us and let your light shine on us. 
Holy Trinity, praise to you, for you alone do marvelous deeds. 

Jesus,  
light who overcomes the darkness, 
light of the Gentiles, 
glory of Israel, 
bright morning star, have mercy on us. 

Jesus,  
radiance of your Father’s glory,  
revelation of all mysteries, 
power and wisdom of God, 
worker of wonders, 
sight for the blind, 
healing for the hurting, 
life for the dead, have mercy on us. 

Because your Word has revealed you to us,  
because you have drawn the nations to yourself, 
because you have made us heirs of your promise,  
because you have accomplished your Father’s eternal purpose, 
because every promise of God has its fulfilment in you, have mercy on us. 

Open our eyes, 
speak to our ears,  
make clear to our minds, 
move our hearts, to see your glory, O Christ. 

Spread your Word, 
send your messengers, 
reveal your saving truth, 
shine on those in darkness, to see your glory, O Christ. 



Light of the Gentiles, have mercy on us. 
True star and treasure of the Wise Men, have mercy on us. 
Spotless Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

May you endure as long as the sun, 
as long as the moon, through all generations. 

Jesus, born king of the Jews, light of the Gentiles and shepherd of Israel, you revealed your 
glory to visitors who came from afar to worship you as King. At your baptism, your glory was 
revealed by the Father’s voice and by the Spirit’s flight. In your ministry, your glory was 
revealed by your mighty works and words. Open our ears to hear that same testimony of your 
Father and to see your mighty works on the pages of Scripture, that we may hail you as the 
beloved Son of the Father, our Savior and king, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Passion Sunday [H27] 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

God, our Father in heaven, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Spirit of glory and Spirit of love, have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, one in compassion, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one in will, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
betrayed, 
offered, 
stricken, 
tried, 
judged, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
denied, 
mocked, 
crowned with thorns,  
condemned,  
crucified, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
forsaken, 
thirsting, 
crying out, 
dying,  
buried, have mercy on us. 

Jesus,  
in your patience, 
in your willingness, 
in your sorrow, 
in your prayer, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
in your humiliation, 
in your silence, 
in your pain, 
in your forgiveness, have mercy on us. 

  
 



From our passions  
for things of this world, 
for selfish things, 
for empty things, 
for worthless things, dear Jesus, turn us. 

To your passion 
for your Father’s will, 
for the people of this world, 
for your sacrifice, 
for our redemption, dear Jesus, turn us.  

We poor sinners pray, hear us, Lord Jesus. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 

He was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities. 

Righteous, eternal God, you sent your only Son to suffer, to receive our wages for sin, and give 
up his life for a world of sinners. Bring us, your lost sheep, back to your fold, for your love’s 
sake in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Holy Saturday 
Easter Eve / Vigil of Easter  [H34] 

Litany of the Repose of Christ 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, hear us. 

God, the Father in heaven, have mercy on us. 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God, the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
buried in the tomb, 
sealed behind a stone, 
guarded by those who killed you, 
put to death in the body, 
made alive by the spirit, 
holy one who did not see decay, 
proclaiming your victory to imprisoned spirits, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, 
our refuge, 
giver of all good, 
delight of your saints, 
our portion and cup, 
our secure inheritance, 
our gladness and joy, 
our path of life, 
our pleasure eternal, have mercy on us. 

From unrighteousness  
from evil, 
from disobedience, 
from troubled conscience, 
from fear, 
from sorrow, 
from death, living Savior, deliver us. 



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 

For since death came by a man,  
the resurrection of the dead also comes by a man. 

Living Lord Jesus Christ, on this day you rested in the tomb. You sanctified the graves of all 
your saints by going where we must all go, and rising as the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep that we may follow you in life, death and resurrection. Fill our minds with steadfastness, 
our hearts with hope, and our lips with your praise; because you live and reign with your Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Holy Trinity [H45] 

Litany of the Holy Trinity 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

God the Father in heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.  

Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.  

Holy Trinity, 
in the beginning you created, spoke, and moved over the waters, 
in you we live and move and have our being, 
in your name your people are baptized, 
your name we hallow, 
your name we praise, 
your name we confess, have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, 
you are one 
all powerful God, 
all present God, 
all knowing God, 
all wise God,  
eternal God, 
gracious God, have mercy on us. 

From doubt, 
from despair, 
from loneliness, 
from vanities, 
from sorrow, 
from danger, 
from all evil, Holy Trinity, deliver us. 

From sins of 
self-worship, 
worship of idols, 
images of stone or metal,  
paper or plastic,  
earthly princes, 
mere mortals who cannot save, Holy Trinity, preserve us. 
 



You pour on us your fatherly love, care and providence, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Spirit of life, of wisdom and grace, grant us your peace. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Let us praise the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
We praise and magnify him forever. 

Holy Trinity, with one love, mind, will and resolve you created the world and humanity, and 
with that same love, mind, will and resolve you set out to save fallen humanity. Because you 
made us and saved us, turn our eyes to look to you alone in every need for stability, comfort 
and rest. You live and reign as one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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