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Ash Wednesday [H20] 

Litany of Repentance 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

God, compassionate and gracious Father, have mercy on us. 
God, the Son, you bought us with your own blood, have mercy on us. 
God, the Holy Spirit, present with the penitent, have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, merciful God, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, forgiving God, have mercy on us. 

You created us in your image. 
When our first parents lost your image,  
     you restored it with your promise. 
You led and trained Abraham in faith. 
You were patient with stubborn Israel through their desert journey. 
You pronounced forgiveness for David’s sin  
and restored his soul, have mercy on us. 

You sent your prophets to restore and guide your people. 
You sent John the Baptist as a preacher of repentance. 
You sent your only Son as the great Prophet to reveal your will. 
You sent him also as our great High Priest who offered himself for our sins, 
and he sits at your right hand, interceding for us, have mercy on us. 

Forgive our worship of self, 
our lack of reverence for your name, 
our despising of preaching and your Word, 
our dishonor of our parents and authorities, 
our anger, hate and hurtfulness to our neighbors,  
our impurity of thoughts, words and actions, 
our misuse of our possessions and our abuse of our neighbors’ possessions, 
our carelessness in speaking of others, 
our thoughts and desires for our neighbors’ things, 
our thoughts and desires for our neighbors’ people. 

Have mercy on us, God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion, blot out our transgressions. 

Work in us fear, love and trust for you. 
Cleanse our lips to pray, praise and give you thanks. 
Lead us to regard your Word as holy, and gladly hear and learn it. 
Move us to honor, serve and obey those who represent you. 
Show the value of all human life, that we regard it as your most precious gift. 



Teach us respect for marriage, the foundation of family and society. 
Make us good stewards of all your gifts. 
Fill our words about others with care and love. 
Increase holy desires in us, 
to respect the roles and responsibilities you have given other people, 
and to focus on our needs rather than our wants. 

Create in us pure hearts, O God, 
renew right spirits within us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 

Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

O Lord, lift us, cleanse us and restore us, that we may know the joy of your salvation, bring 
glory to you in all things and serve our neighbors in love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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First Sunday in Lent 
Invocabit [H21] 

We call to you, Most High God, our shelter, refuge and fortress. Save us from every pestilence 
and snare. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Feed us daily with Jesus, the Bread of Life, that our souls may be filled and strengthened, ready 
for any trouble, hardship or distress. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Command your angels concerning us to keep us in all our ways, that the wicked foe may have 
no power over us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Equip us to fight against temptation with your weapons of righteousness, with truthful speech, 
confiding in your power alone. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

With the Word of your gospel, give strength, courage and joy to those who are falsely accused, 
those who deal with sorrow, poverty or illness, [especially…], that they may find fulfillment and 
happiness in you.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

Defend us against all temptations, deliver us from every evil and give us inner peace with the 
gospel of Jesus, that by your power we may be steadfast against sin and safe from all distress as 
we wait for the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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__________  

Notes: 

Response is from the Lord’s Prayer / Matthew 6:13 

Closing collect is heavily modified and expanded from the embolism, a prayer that follows the 
Lord’s Prayer in the Roman Rite. 

 


