
The Holy Communion 
With the Full Service 

The Service shall begin with an appropriate Hymn. During the singing the Minister shall proceed to the 

Altar and kneel in prayer. After the singing he shall rise, turn to the Congregation, and sing or say: 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

The Communion Sermon 

Here shall follow a brief Communion Sermon, after which the Minister shall turn to the Altar, kneel, 

and with the Congregation unite in the following Confession of Sins: 

The Confession of Sins 

Holy and righteous God, merciful Father, we confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed. We have not loved Thee 

above all things, nor our neighbor as ourselves, and are worthy, therefore, to be cast away from 

Thy presence if Thou shouldst judge us according to our sins. But Thou hast promised, O heavenly 

Father, to receive with tender mercy all penitent sinners who turn unto Thee and with a living faith 

seek refuge in Thy Fatherly compassion and in the merits of the Saviour, Jesus Christ. Their 

transgressions Thou wilt not regard, nor impute unto them their sins. Relying upon Thy promise, 

we confidently beseech Thee to be merciful and gracious unto us and to forgive us all our sins, to 

the praise and glory of Thy Holy Name. 

The Absolution 

The Minister shall turn to the Congregation and pronounce the Absolution: 

If this be your sincere confession, and if with penitent hearts you earnestly desire the forgiveness of your 

sins for the sake of Jesus Christ, God, according to His promise, forgivetli you all your sins; and by the 

authority of God’s Word and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I declare unto you that God, 

through His grace, hath forgiven all your sins; in the Name of God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

The Minister, turning to the Congregation, shall sing or say: 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will toward men. 

The Minster shall turn to the Altar, and with the Congregation shall sing: 

All glory be to Thee, Most High, 

To Thee all adoration! 

In grace and truth Thou drawest nigh 

To offer us salvation. 

Thou showest Thy goodwill to men, 

And peace shall reign on earth again; 

We praise Thy Name forever. 

On Festival Days, or on any Sunday except during Lent, the following may be sung instead of “All glory 

be to Thee, Most High.” 



I. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy 

great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ! Holy Spirit, Spirit of grace and of truth and of peace! 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

II. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy 

great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 

receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 

most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Then the Minister shall turn to the Congregation and sing or say: 

The Lord be with you. 

The Congregation shall sing: 

And with thy spirit. 

Then the Minister shall say: 

Let us pray. 

The Collect 

The Minister, turning to the Altar, shall read on Sundays and Festival Days the proper Collect. On 

special occasions one of the following may be used: 

O Lord God, Heavenly Father, Thou Who hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they turn 

from their way and live: we pray Thee that Thou wouldst mercifully avert the punishment that our sins 

deserve, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Or: 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, Heavenly Father, to grant us a true faith, a firm hope in Thy mercy, and 

a sincere love to our fellow men, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

The Congregation shall sing: 

Amen. 

The Epistle 

The Minister shall turn to the Congregation and say: 

The Epistle for (here he shall name the Sunday or Festival Day) is written in . . . . . . . . . .  



The Epistle ended, the Minister shall turn to the Altar, and the Congregation shall be seated. A Hymn 

(The Gradual) shall then be sung.   

The Gospel 

The Hymn ended, the Minister shall turn to the Congregation and say:  

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord and hear the Gospel for the Day as it is written in . . . . . . 

The Congregation shall rise, and the Gospel for the Day shall be read. The Gospel ended, the Minister 

and the Congregation shall say 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 

Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into 

hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness 

of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

Or: 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and 

invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 

substance with the Father, By Whom all things were made; Who, for us men, and for our salvation, 

came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made 

man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; And the third 

day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 

hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; 

Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and 

the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 

Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins; And I look for the Resurrection of the dead; and the Life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

An Anthem in harmony with the lessons for the day may here be sung. Then shall follow one or more 

verses of a Hymn as an introduction to the Sermon. In the meantime the Minister shall enter the Pulpit. 

The Sermon 

The Sermon ended, the Minister shall offer a prayer in his own words or the. following: 

Praised be the Lord, and blessed forever, Who by His Word has comforted, taught, exhorted, and 

admonished us. May His Holy Spirit confirm the Word in our hearts, that we be not forgetful hearers, but 



daily increase in faith, hope, love, and patience unto the end, and obtain salvation through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

Here may be used the prayer to be found in the lectionary of the pastor's altar book after the texts of each 

Sunday.  

The Church Notices may then be given. The Announcement of a Death within the Congregation may be 

made as follows: 

We arc again reminded that here we have no abiding city. It has pleased the Lord in His infinite wisdom 

to call from our midst N. N. at the age of  . . . . . .  

The Lord teach us so to consider our own departure, that when the hour is come we may be prepared for a 

blessed entrance into the heavenly kingdom. 

When Intercession for the Sick is requested, the Minister shall say: 

N. N. and N. N., who are sick, desire to be remembered in the prayers of the Congregation: 

Almighty and Eternal God, Thou art the health and strength of them that trust in Thee. We pray Thee that 

Thou wouldst look in mercy upon the sick and the needy, and especially upon Thy servants for whom we 

now invoke Thy mighty aid. Turn their distress unto good, and if it be Thy will restore them to health. But 

above all give them healing for the soul through Thy holy Word. Help them by the remembrance of the 

bitter passion of Thy Son patiently to bear the affliction with which Thou hast visited them. And finally, 

when their hour is come, deliver them from all evil and bring them safe to Thy heavenly kingdom; 

through Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

'The Pulpit Offer shall conclude with the following: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, he with 

you all. Amen. (2 Cor. 13. 14.) 

Or: 

The God of all grace, Who called you unto His eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little 

while, shall Himself perfect, establish, strengthen you. To Him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen, 

(l Pet. 5. 10, ll). 

Easter and Pentecost Seasons. 

Now the God of Peace, Who brought again from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep with the blood 

of an eternal covenant, even our Lord Jesus, make yon perfect in every good thing to do His will, working 

in us that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom l»e the glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. (Heb. 13. 20, 21.) 

Trinity Season. 

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 

power that worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for 

ever and ever. Amen. (Eph. 3. 20, 2l). 

At the End of the Church Year 

The God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 

entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, (l Th. 5. 23). 



The Offering 

Then shall an Offertory be played, or an Anthem sung, during which the Offering shall he made. The 

Minister, having received the offering, shall place it upon the Altar and pray as follows: 

O God, Thou Giver of all good gifts, graciously receive and bless this offering which we Thy people 

place upon Thine Altar, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.* 

Then shall the Congregation sing a Hymn, during which the Minister shall proceed to the Altar. 

The Salutation 

The Minister shall turn to the Congregation and sing or say: 

The Lord be with you. 

The Congregation shall sing: 

And with thy spirit. 

The Minister shall say:  

Let us pray. 

Turning to the Altar, the Minister shall offer 

The General Prayer1 

 

Almighty and most Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: We give Thee thanks for all Thy 

goodness and tender mercies. Be gracious unto us and remember not our sins. Sanctify and guide us 

through Thy Holy Spirit, and grant that we may walk in holiness of life according to Thy Word. Unite, 

strengthen, and preserve Thy Church through the Word and the Holy Sacraments. Have mercy, O Lord, 

on all the nations that walk in darkness and that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, and cause the 

saving and life-giving light of Thy Gospel to shine graciously upon them. 

For Synodical and Conference Meetings. 

Bless those who are now assembled to deliberate concerning the welfare of Thy Church, that their 

counsels may further Thy glory and the upbuilding of Thy kingdom among us. 

Be Thou the strength and stay of our land. Give it grace and honor. Grant health and prosperity to all in 

authority, especially to the President (and the Congress) of the United States, the Governor (and the 

Legislature) of this Commonwealth, and to all our Judges and Magistrates. Endue them with grace to rule 

                                                      
1 On special Festival Days the prayers prescribed should precede the General Intercession. According to 

circumstances, those parts of the General Intercession referring to conditions that do not always prevail 

are omitted, such as the prayers for Church assemblies, for Confirmation Candidates, etc. Occasional 

prayers shall, when they occur, follow the General Prayer. Durinig Lent and on special occasions the 

Litany may be used instead of the General Prayer. 

 



after Thy good pleasure, to the maintenance of righteousness, and to the hindrance and punishment of 

wickedness, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

Help us, O God, that we may live together in peace and concord, with true and Christian counsel in all 

that we undertake. Prosper every good work, and turn away from us all harm and evil. May Thy blessing 

rest upon the fruits of the earth, and give success to every lawful occupation on land and sea. 

Let the light of Thy Word ever shine within our homes. Keep the children of the Church in the covenant 

which Thou hast made with them in Holy Baptism, and give all parents and teachers grace to nurture 

them in Thy truth, and fear. Bless, we pray Thee, the institutions of the Church: its colleges,, its 

seminaries, and all its schools; that they may send forth men and women to serve Thee, in the Ministry of 

the Word, the Ministry of Mercy, and all the walks of life. 

For Catechumens.  

Regard with special favor those who are being prepared for their first communion. Illumine their hearts 

and minds, and grant them unfeigned faith that they may ever walk as Thy disciples in the way of truth. 

Help and comfort the sick and the poor, the oppressed and those who mourn, the afflicted and the dying. 

Graciously protect all widows and orphans. Support us in our last hour, and after this transitory life 

vouchsafe unto us eternal blessedness: through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

The Congregation shall sing: 

Amen. 

O Lamb of God, Most Holy 

Then the Congregation shall sing, “O Lamb of God, Most Holy,” while the Minister makes ready the 

elements of the Sacrament on the Altar. 

O Lamb of God, most holy, 

On Calvary an off’ring; 

Despised meek and lowly, 

Thou in Thy death and suff’ring 

Our sins didst bear, our anguish; 

The might of death didst vanquish; 

Give us Thy Peace, O Jesus! 

The Preface 

The Minister shall turn to the Congregation and sing or say: 

Lift up your hearts unto God. 

The Congregation shall sing: 

We lift them up unto the Lord our God. 

The Minister shall sing or say: 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 

The Congregation shall sing: 



It is meet and right so to do. 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto Thee, O 

Lord, Holy Father, Almighty Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. He is our Paschal Lamb, 

offered for us, the innocent Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. As he hath conquered 

death, is risen again, and liveth for evermore, even so all they who put their trust in Him shall through 

Him be victorious over sin and death, and inherit eternal life. And in order that we may keep in 

remembrance His unspeakable mercy, He hath instituted His Holy Supper. 

The Words of Institution 

Then shall the Minister say: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which He was betrayed,  took bread; and when He had given 

thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is My Body, which is given for 

you; this do in remembrance of Me. 

After the same manner also, He  took the cup, when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He 

took the Cup gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My Blood, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of Me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Minister, together with the Congregation, shall say: 

Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; hut deliver us from evil; For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sanctus 

Then shall the Minister and the Congregation together sing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty;  

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory;  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord;  

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Minister, turning to the Congregation, shall sing or say: 

The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

Agnus Dei 

The Communicants now come forward while the Congregation sings: 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world;  

Save us, merciful Lord God! 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world;  

Hear us, merciful Lord God! 



O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world;  

Give us Thy peace and blessing! 

During the distribution, appropriate Hymns are sung by the Congregation, with subdued organ 

accompaniment. The Minister first administers the Bread to each communicatn with these words: 

The Body of Christ, given for thee. 

And then the Cup with these words: 

The Blood of Christ, shed for thee. 

To each group of communicants, as they leave the communion table, the Minister says: 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Whose Body and Blood ye have now received, preserve you unto 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Or else the Minister shall say at the administration of the Bread: 

Jesus Christ, Whose Body thou now recievest, preserve thee unto everlasting life. Amen. 

At the administration of the Cup: 

Jesus Christ, Whose Blood thou now recievest, preserve thee unto everlasting life. Amen. 

In dismissing the communicants, the Minister shall say: 

The Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

The Thanksgiving 

When the distribution is ended, the Minister shall say: 

Let us pray. 

The Congregation shall rise. Turning to the Altar, the Minister shall say: 

We thank Thee, Almighty Father, Who, through Thy Son Jesus Christ, for our consolation and salvation 

hast instituted this Holy Supper: we pray Thee, grant us grace so to commemorate the death of Christ that 

we may be partakers of the great Supper in heaven. 

Or: 

We thank Thee, Almighty God, that through this gracious feast Thou hast refreshed and satisfied us, and 

we pray Thee that it may tend to the increase of our faith and to growth in godliness and all Christian 

virtues, through Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Or: 

Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Who hast called us to this Holy Supper, we most heartily thank Thee for Thy 

mercy, that Thou hast nourished us with Thy Body and Blood, and that Thou hast filled and compassed us 

about with Thy goodness. O Lord, abide with us; into Thy hands we commit ourselves, and put our trust 

in Thee. Grand us to dwell with Thee forever. 

The Congregation shall sing: 



Amen. 

Benedicamus 

The Minister shall turn to the Congregation and sing or say: 

Let us thank and praise the Lord! 

The Congregation shall sing: 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Then shall the Minister say: 

Bow your hearts to God, and receive the Benediction. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Minister shall turn to the Altar, and the Congregation shall sing: 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

The Service shall close with silent prayer, while the Congregation remains standing and the Minister 

kneels before the Altar. 


